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MINUTES 
ELBERT COUNTY 

REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
January 2, 2014 

 
Note:  These meeting minutes are only a summary of the meeting.  Duplications of the 
audio recording are available, for a fee, by contacting Community & Development 
Services.  
 
The regular Planning Commission Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by 
Chairman, Tom Beshore. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 

Commission members present: Tom Beshore, Ron Turner, Rick Brown, Tony 
Baker, Sue Link, Bob Ware, Paul Tanner and Mark Smith. 
 
Staff present:  Kyle Fenner, Director; Curtis Carlson, Senior Planner; Carolyn 
Parkinson; Planner, Floodplains Manager; Faith Mehrer, Office Manager 

 
STAFF REPORT ON BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ACTION(S): 
 

A. There were four new appointments to the Planning Commission by the Board 
of County Commissioners; Tony Baker (District 2), Daniel Rosales (District 3), 
Paul Tanner (District 1) and Mark Smith (District 1). 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR:  
 

A. Ron Turner made a motion to appoint Tom Beshore as the Chair Person for 
the Planning Commission. Sue Link seconded the motion. Motion carried 7 to 
0. Tom Beshore abstained. 

B. Bob Ware made a motion to appoint Rick Brown as the Vice Chair of the 
Planning Commission. Sue Link seconded the motion. Motion carried 7 to 0. 
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Rick Brown abstained.  
 

COMMUNITY INPUT: 
  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

A. Continuation of December 12, 2013 Meeting: Amendment to Elbert 
County Zoning Regulations Part II Section 27, Oil and Gas: 
Administrative review on MOU process for minor oil and gas 
operations and facilities. 
 

a. Kyle Fenner presented the Planning Commission members 
with the draft version of the proposed section 27 along with a 
document listing the 17 changes that the Planning 
Commission recommended during the last meeting, held on 
December 19, 2013.  

b. Mark Smith was concerned with the recommendation to 
change “may be required” to “shall be required” in Section 
27.1, E, 3, b. He is concerned that there might be unexpected 
delays for an applicant that is acting in good faith, and feels 
we could be penalizing someone who is doing a good job. The 
other Planning Commission members supported the 
recommended change of “may” to “shall”. 

c. Rick Brown made several suggestions regarding typos and 
language throughout the document. He discussed section 
27.3,b and the concept of building in the ability to treat 
certain major facilities as minor facilities (such as a pipeline) 
into the regulations. He gave some background on his desire 
to include a checklist of factors to be reviewed in these cases.  

d. Tom Beshore explained that the ultimate goal of the Planning 
Commission was to protect the County; mineral and land 
owners. These regulations are to give them a road map to 
producing minerals.  

e. After public comment closed, the Planning Commission 
discussed their individual thoughts on the draft document. 
Rick Brown made a motion to approve the amendment to 
Elbert County Zoning Regulations, Section 27, December 23, 
2013 draft with the 18 recommendations listed on the 
January, 2, 2014 memo. Ron Turner seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 8 to 0.  

f. Meeting adjourned at 10:30. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
 

A. Chris Bailey submitted a letter outlining his concerns. (this letter is available 
in the CDS department)  

B. Rick Blotter stated that the regulations do not go far enough. He is not 
against drilling but wants health, safety, water and property values to be 
protected. 

C. Tony Corrado referenced the previous draft for oil and gas regulations, saying 
that the MOU and the regulations used to be coupled. He does not see how 
the Planning Commission or the BOCC can vote on the regulations without 
knowing what is in the MOU. 

D. Robert Thomason thanked the new members of the Planning Commission. He 
cares about Elbert County property values and mineral values and is glad to 
see people on both sides of this issue at the meeting. He also thanked Kyle 
Fenner for her time. 

E. Don Draper stated that these regulations have been in the works for three 
years and he does not want to see another continuance.  

F. Cevey Pennington asked the Planning Commission to make a decision. He 
would like to access the minerals that he has rights to. 

G. Belinda Seville is concerned about the Planning Commission voting on the 
regulations without knowing what is in the MOU. 

H. Bill Harris understands that there have been some spills and accidents but is 
tired of money being spent in other Countries on resources that are available 
in our own Country. He asked the Planning Commission to “stop kicking the 
can down the road”.  

I. Jim Duvall asked, if the Planning Commission votes to recommend approval 
of the regulations, how the public will find out what is in the MOU. 

J. Randy Dotson asked how the Planning Commission could make a confident 
vote to recommend approval for a document that references an MOU that 
they have not seen. He asked how the regulations could be written around a 
document that is not yet created.  

K. Greg Heinz is an operator that is currently drilling in Texas. He is not drilling 
here because of issues with our oil and gas regulations. He is confused by the 
proposed section 27. He stated that, if Elbert County decides to use an MOU, 
we should also be prepared to “make good on it”. The State does enough 
regulating, the county involvement is unnecessary.  

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
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