ELBERT COUNTY COMMISSIONER MEETING
JANUARY 14, 2009

The Board of Elbert County Commissioners met in regular scheduled meeting on the 14th day of January 2009, with the roll call of members as follows:



Chairperson Hope Goetz

Present



Vice Chair Del Schwab

Present



Commissioner John Shipper

Present

The Board of Elbert County Commissioners convened at 9:03 a.m., and Chairperson Hope Goetz called the meeting to order.  The meeting began with Prayer led by Pastor John Smith and the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA:

Additions:  Bank Designation and 2009 Commissioner Meeting Schedule.  Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve the Agenda for January 14, 2009, as amended.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

2009 COMMISSIONER MEETING SCHEDULE:

The Board of Commissioners agreed that the 2009 Commissioner Meeting Schedule will be every Wednesday for the month of January and starting in February will meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday.
CORRESPONDENCE:

Invitation to the Elbert County Republican Women’s Essay Contest on January 29th at 7 pm.

Colorado Board of Health Meeting Agenda for January 21, 2009.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve the minutes of the prior meeting.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

VOUCHERS & WARRANTS:

Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve the requisition from the Elbert County Building Authority to Hilltop Electric in the amount of $1,100.00.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve Warrant #119925 through #119966, Payroll, all accounts, all funds, in the amount of $225,246.57.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve Warrant #119758 through #119924, all accounts, all funds, in the amount of $276,362.78 and hold Warrant #11827 for further verification.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

SIGNING OF MYLARS:

Planning Director Richard Miller came before the Board to request the Chairperson signature on the mylars for Peak View @ Enchanted Forest and Peak View @ Discovery Farms.  
Commissioner Schwab made a motion that the Chair sign those two mylars.  Commissioner Shipper seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

COMMUNITY & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPT:
Planning Director Richard Miller came before the Board to request approval for payment to CH2M Hill for engineering services for the Spring Valley Ranch Planning Area E in the amount of $2,500.00.  This money has been received from Spring Valley Ranch and is in the escrow account.  

Commissioner Schwab made a motion to approve the payment and for the Chair to sign the payment request.  Commissioner Shipper seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

FAIRGROUNDS:

Fairgrounds Manager Carol Vonfeldt came before the Board to present the request for the Casey Craven wedding reception to serve, not sell alcohol, on January 31st at the Fairgrounds. 

Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve the recommendation of Ms. Vonfeldt to allow alcohol to be served, not sold, at the Craven wedding reception.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

BANK DESIGNATION:

Treasurer Billie Mills came before the Board to request that C Safe in Denver, Colorado, be approved as a designated depository for Elbert County.

Commissioner Schwab made a motion to add C Safe to the designated depository list.  Commissioner Shipper seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

OEM OFFICER:

OEM Officer LaRiea Thompson came before the Board to present and discuss the Elbert County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan Update, which meets the requirements of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000.  Federal regulations require local jurisdictions to prepare and adopt a local hazard mitigation plan approved by FEMA to maintain eligibility for FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program and Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program.  The grant match is in the amount of $10,000.
Attorney Ben Greiving stated that County Attorney Mark Scheffel reviewed the agreement between Elbert County and URS Corporation and found it appropriate for approval as to form.
Commissioner Schwab made a motion that the Chairperson sign the General Conditions and Professional Services contract.  Commissioner Shipper seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

TRANSFER OF FUNDS:

Commissioner Schwab made a motion to approve the transfer of $150,000 from Social Services Fund to General Fund.  Commissioner Shipper seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Gerald Suchen came before the Board and welcomed the Commissioners.

RATTLESNAKE FIRE WAIVER OF FEES REQUEST:
Rattlesnake Fire Chief Bryan Bowen came before the Board to request a waiver of the Building Permit Fee in the amount of $3,305.00; Plan Review Fee in the amount of $2,148.25; Septic Tank Fee in the amount of $373.00 and Use Tax Fee in the amount of $2,570.30, for the Fire District’s new training facility.  The Board agreed that the Use Tax Fee will not apply to the Fire District since they are a tax-exempt agency.
Commissioner Shipper made a motion to reduce the Building Permit Fee by 10% which would now be $2,974.50; Plan Review Fee will remain as is, Septic Fee will remain as is.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Recessed at 10:00 a.m.

Reconvened at 1:05 p.m.

CEDAR POINT WIND FARM, FIRST AMENDMENT SPECIAL USE:
Planner II Curtis Carlson came before the Board to present the request of Cedar Wind Point LLC, to amend the Special Use Permit proposal for an Electrical Generating Wind Farm to establish up to 41 wind turbine generators and related infrastructure in Elbert County.  The project area within Elbert County is approximately 3,114 acres.   The existing zoning is Agriculture (A) and there is no proposed zoning change. 

The changes requested are relatively minor and will continue to allow for development of a project in a manner that will provide Elbert County with significant economic benefits while creating few, if any, long term adverse impacts.  

The amendment calls for up to 41 three-bladed wind turbine generators to be installed in Elbert County.  The towers within each turbine string will be sited approximately 740 to 1,000 feet apart.  The maximum height of the turbine, including the blade in a vertical position, will range from 346 to 481 feet.  Smaller turbines will increase the number in Elbert County and the turbines will be located closer together.  However, the smaller turbines will not be as tall as the previously proposed 2.0 MW turbines and therefore, will be less visible from a distance.  Consequently, no material changes to the visual impacts are associated with the project as a result of this amendment.  

The number of large truck trips to and from the site, will increase slightly if smaller turbines are used.  The increase is considered to be immaterial and will have little or no impact on traffic and safety.  

The project is located in the Agricultural and Mineral Area of Elbert County as identified in the Master Plan.  

On December 11, 2008, the Planning Commission voted 6 to 0, to forward an approval recommendation with stipulated conditions to the Board of County Commissioners for their consideration.

Public Comment Speakers:  Applicant’s Representatives James Divan and Kara Kubin.

Commissioner Schwab made a motion to approve SU-08-0045, Cedar Point Wind Farm, First Amendment with the 13 conditions of approval.  Commissioner Shipper seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

TRANSFER OF FUNDS:

Commissioner Schwab made a motion to rescind his previous motion to transfer $150,000 from Social Services Fund.  Commissioner Shipper seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

HIRING FREEZE/SPENDING FREEZE:

The Board of County Commissioners stated that the hiring freeze and spending freeze implemented by the previous Board of County Commissioners is still in place.

No further business coming before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 1:25 p.m., with the next schedule meeting to commence at approximately 9:00 a.m., January 21, 2009.
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