ELBERT COUNTY COMMISSIONER MEETING
MARCH 11, 2009

The Board of Elbert County Commissioners met in a regular scheduled meeting on the 11th day of March 2009, with the roll call of members as follows:



Chairperson Hope Goetz

Present



Vice Chair Del Schwab

Present



Commissioner John Shipper

Present

The Board of Elbert County Commissioners convened at 9:10 a.m., and Chairperson Hope Goetz called the meeting to order.  The meeting began with a Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA:

Commissioner Schwab made a motion to accept today’s agenda for the meeting.  Commissioner Shipper seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Notification of the State of Colorado Air Quality Control Meeting on March 19, 2009, at 9:00 a.m., in Denver.

Notification from Eastern Colorado Services for the Developmentally Disabled Meeting on March 26, 20009, in Fort Morgan.

Copy of the Department of Transportation Annual Report for Fiscal Year 20008.

National Association of County News.

CONSENT AGENDA:

All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered routine by the Board and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired on any item or items and permitted by the Board, those items will be considered separately.  Consent Agenda items are as follows:

A. Approval of minutes of prior meeting

B. Vouchers & Warrants

C. Signing of Mylars

D. District Attorney Employee Salary Resolution

E. Elbert County Library District Trustee Position Appointment

The Board of Commissioners removed Item B – Vouchers & Warrants and Item D – District Attorney Employee Salary Resolution from the Consent Agenda.

Commissioner Schwab made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda for Items A, C & E.  Commissioner Shipper seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

VOUCHERS & WARRANTS:
Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve a warrant from the Sheriff’s Department in the amount of $23.00 for a Civil Return; another warrant for $23.00 for a Civil Return; a warrant for $24.00 for a Civil Return and another warrant for $23.00 for a civil return.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.
Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve Warrant #120689 through #120734, all accounts, all funds, in the amount of $218,579.52 with the exception of Payroll, all accounts, all funds.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.
Commissioner Shipper made a motion to void Warrant #119435 to Integrity Auto in the amount of $1,985.94, reason is warrant is lost.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Commissioner Shipper made a motion to void the Warrant to Qwest Communications in the amount of $492.29 which is lost or misplaced and All Pro in Batch #5702 in the amount of $30.14 due to wrong vendor.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.   The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve Warrant #120495 through #120574, with the exception of the warrant dealing with uniforms, all accounts, all funds in the amount of $85,132.21.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve Warrant #120575 through #120688, all accounts, all funds, in the amount of $176,887.77, with the exception of uniforms for further explanation.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.
18TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT ATTORNEY APPOINTMENTS:
Deputy, Clerk to the Board Geri Scheidt came before the Board to present the resolution that the Board of County Commissioners approve the appointments of deputies, assistants and employees of the District Attorney for the 18th Judicial District and the salaries to paid to same as set forth in a memorandum to the Board of Commissioners pursuant to Section 20-1-201 and 20-1-203, C.R.S., subject to the approval of the other counties comprising the 18th Judicial District.  
Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve the resolution.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

RESOLUTION 09-17

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 18TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ATTORNEY DEPUTIES, ASSISTANTS & EMPLOYEES SALARIES

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS:

Commissioner Shipper and Commissioner Schwab presented Commissioner Hope Goetz with a Certificate for successfully passing the NRA Basic Pistol Course.

COMMENTS BY ELECTED OFFICIALS & DEPARTMENT HEADS:

Assessor P.J. Trostel came before the Board to report that her office is working on new construction as the deadline date is March 31st.

Planning Director Richard Miller came before the Board to announce that March 12th at 7 pm the Planning Commission will meet to finalize the housing section of the Master Plan and design standards.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Gerald Suchan came before the Board to report that County Road 106 and 121 are in bad shape and suggested that the Commissioners consider appointing a Citizen Commission regarding road issues.  Also, Gerald noted that the County is spending over $200,000 every week and would like to see where the funds are coming from.
Mike Trankel, resident of Wild Pointe Subdivision, came before the Board to discuss the assessed valuation of parcels in the Wild Pointe Subdivision, especially since the Metropolitan District taxes have increased.

Norm Happel announced that the American Legion is hosting a Ground Water Management Meeting on April 2nd at the Elbert County Fairgrounds, Exhibit Building and is free to all attendees.

NEW BUSINESS:

Therapeutic Riding Program:  John Nash with Moonfall Ranch came before the Board to discuss a therapeutic riding program he has started to help veterans with problems.  This program is operating as a non-profit equine assistance therapy and is proposing to build a facility approximately the size of a football field.  There would be housing for 20 on-site; rec room, meeting room, kitchen, dining room, and 3 arenas.  Construction of this project is approximately 7 million dollars and would handle approximately 50 veterans a day.  Mr. Nash requested that the County verbally support this program.  The Board instructed Mr. Nash to meet with the Community & Development Services Department on this project.

Black Hills Energy Easement:  Kiowa Road & Bridge Foreman Rick Manyik requested approval to grant Black Hills Energy a 4’x70’ easement on the south side of Highway 86 to relocate a natural gas distribution regulation station from the High Plains Food Store in Kiowa onto the aforementioned parcel owned by the County.  Black Hills Energy will pay for all associated costs.  Commissioner Shipper made a motion to take this matter under advisement and work with the County Attorney.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.
Bid Award for County Road 13 & County Road 25/41.  Kiowa Road & Bridge Foreman Rick Manyik came before the Board to submit the recommendation from Colorado Department of Transportation and Elbert County that the bid received from KB Construction in the amount of $342,547.90 for Project C340-001, Intersection Safety Improvements on County Road 13 and County Road 25/41 be accepted.  Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve.  Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Consideration of Re-Organization of Road & Bridge Department(s):  Commissioner Shipper stated that the Commissioners have received complaints on the roads in Elbert County and the comments received from the CTSI representative in his preliminary report was that the Road & Bridge Department(s) need more accountability and there is little cooperation between the two shops.  Commissioner Shipper felt that there is a need for the County to have one Road & Bridge Department and one Superintendent to report to the Board of County Commissioners.  Commissioner Schwab stated that he visited other Counties and they had 1 person in charge of the entire Road & Bridge Department; there needs to be purchase sharing ideas and to pool resources for a more proactive road maintenance program.  Commissioner Goetz stated that she believed that the Road & Bridge Department needs to be more streamlined with cost effectiveness and savings which should result in better roads.  Commissioner Schwab made a motion that the Kiowa Road & Bridge District and the Simla Road & Bridge District be combined to form one District we name the Elbert County Road & Bridge Department and it will be under the supervision of one Superintendent reporting to the Board of County Commissioners.  The Board of County Commissioners will advertise for the position internally to determine if there is a qualified employee to fill that position, if not, we will then advertise outside of the organization.  Commissioner Shipper seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.
 PUBLIC COMMENT:

Norm Happel stated that he served on the Sales & Use Tax Committee for road improvements and that this Committee could be utilized for assistance in road matters.
T.J. Steck, Interim Fire Chief for Elizabeth Fire stated that the Road & Bridge Departments worked very efficiently in the last three years with the Fire Departments for assistance during blizzards to plow ahead of emergency apparatus and in providing water trucks and motorgraders to cut fire lines during brush fires, if needed.

Recessed at 9:55 am.

Reconvened at 1:07 p.m.

REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE OF CASE #1041 03-04-01, 1041 PERMIT FOR HUNT & ELKHORN PROPERTIES WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:
Planning Director Richard Miller came before the Board to submit the request for the continuance of the 1041 Permit Application of Arapahoe County Water and Wastewater Authority and the Arapahoe County Water and Wastewater Public Improvement District.  This is the fifth continuance request and the applicants are asking for a one year continuance to March 2010.  Gary Atkin, applicants representative, stated that the Boards for ACWWA and ACWWPID are continuing to pursue the option of selling the project groundwater rights to persons and/or entities in Elbert County for use within the County; however, there is no foreseeable development in the area until 2012.  
Commissioner Schwab made a motion to approve the continuance request of Case No. 1041 03-04-01 for a period of one year.  Commissioner Shipper seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

No further business coming before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 1:19 p.m., with the next scheduled meeting to commence at approximately 9:00 a.m., March 25, 2009.
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