ELBERT COUNTY COMMISSIONER MEETING

JUNE 25, 2008

The Board of Elbert County Commissioners met in a regular scheduled meeting on the 25th day of June 2008, with the roll call of members as follows:



Chairperson Suzie Graeff

Present



Vice Chair John Metli


Present



Commissioner Hope Goetz

Present

The Board of Commissioners convened at 9:10 a.m., and Chairperson Suzie Graeff called the meeting to order.  The meeting began with a Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA:

Commissioner Metli made a motion to approve the Elbert County Commissioner Meeting Agenda for June 25, 2007, as written.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.
CORRESPONDENCE:

Invitation to the Arapahoe County Fair Dinner on July 19th.

Kiowa Conservation District Workshop on July 19th.

Information on NACO Public Lands Commission.

Letter from Jo Downey with ECCOG regarding ongoing efforts to amend the enterprise zone in Elbert County.

MINUTES APPROVED:

Commissioner Metli made a motion to accept the Commissioner Meeting Minutes of June 18, 2008, as written.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

VOUCHERS & WARRANTS:

Commissioner Goetz made a motion to approve A/P Warrant #114856 through #114960, all accounts, all funds in the amount of $206,866.28 on 06/25/08.  Commissioner Metli seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Commissioner Goetz made a motion to approve Payroll check #18526 through #18566, all accounts, all funds, in the amount of $743,127.39 on 06/25/08.  Commissioner Metli seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

SIGNING OF MYLARS:

Planning Intern Emma McCardle came before the Board to request approval for signature on the mylars for Signal Ridge Block C Minor Development.  Commissioner Metli made a motion to approve.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT:

Social Services Director Susan Walton came before the Board to discuss the following items:

Susan submitted payroll recaps and gave a budget update for the Social Services Department.

Susan submitted the TANF contract and the Youth Mentoring Program contract renewal for approval.  

Commissioner Metli made a motion that the Chair sign the TANF Grant services agreement for 2008.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Commissioner Metli made a motion that the Chair sign the agreement with Social Services and the Independent Contractor for Social Services for the Youth Mentoring Program.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Susan discussed that she will be bringing forward at a later date the contract extension for Everitt Tatman who is processing the long-term care needs portion of the Social Services Department.
Susan discussed the promotion for the caseworker for the on-going child protection program and that the Social Services Department has reorganized some positions within the Department to accomplish these needs.  The Board requested that Susan submit the request in writing along with job description.

Paralegal Kelley Gibler came before the Board and gave a presentation on the status of the Child Support Enforcement program.  

Susan reminded that the Board that the next Centennial Mental Health meeting will be the Justice Center on July 10, 2008, from 9am to 1pm.

WATER STUDY BIDS:

The Board of Commissioner reviewed the clarification of water study bids to accomplish this project in phases.  
Commissioner Goetz made a motion to award the water study bid to Colorado Water Plans Water Consultants for Phase 1 in the amount of $27,700.00.  Commissioner Metli seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT – BUILDING BIDS:

Al Perlman, County Project Manager and Public Health Director Mary Sue Liss came before the Board to recommend that the bid from LBA in the amount of $487,779.00 be accepted.  

Commissioner Metli made a motion to accept the bid from LBA for the Public Health Department Building.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Further discussion:  the total budget for the building is $590,000.

2007 AUDIT PRESENTATION:

Eric Barnes and Howard Masini with Wagner, Burke & Barnes came before the Board to present the 2007 audit. 
Commissioner Goetz made a motion to accept the 2007 audit as presented by Wagner, Burke & Barnes.  Commissioner Metli seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

COUNTY ATTORNEY:

County Attorney Mark Scheffel came before the Board to discuss the following items:

Mark reviewed the CDOT contract for road improvements at the intersection of County Road 25-41 and W. Kiowa Creek Road and found the contract appropriate for approval as to form.  Commissioner Metli made a motion that the Chairman sign the agreement between CDOT and Elbert County. Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.
RESOLUTION 08-43

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

WORK AGREEMENT

Recessed at 10:47 a.m.

Reconvened at 1:10 p.m.

The afternoon session of the Elbert County Board of Commissioners convened at the Ag Building located at the Elbert County Fairgrounds.

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA, PEACEFUL VALLEY SCOUT RANCH – TRAVIS SHOOTING SPORTS FACILITY – TEMPORARY USE PERMIT:

Planning Director Richard Miller came before the Board to present the request of the Denver Area Council, Boy Scouts of America for a Temporary Use Permit to allow use of the existing Travis Shooting Sports Facility by scouts and scouting participants.  The Temporary Use Permit is being requested for the summer season through August 9, 2008, with shooting Monday through Friday, from 8am to 5:30 pm, for traditional scouting programs, such as credits for shooting merit badges.  No fund-raising events will be allowed under the requested Temporary Use Permit.

The Travis Shooting Sports Facility consists of shooting sports programs for archery, shotguns, 22 caliber rifles and tomahawk throwing.  The subject property is currently zoned “A” (Agricultural), with the applicant intending on applying for a Special Use Permit to allow the firing/shooting ranges and facilities once the Temporary Use Permit application has been decided upon.  As with any Temporary Use Permit, the applicant must submit a formal application for a Special Use Permit within 30 days of the issuance of any Temporary Use Permit by the Board of County Commissioners.  The Scouts do intend to apply for the Special Use Permit within the required 30 day period, should the Temporary Use Permit be granted.  According to Carolynne White, the Scout’s representative, the Special Use Permit application will include the following conditions:
1. All existing shooting ranges will be moved to a new location to be determined, subject to the results of the various tests at the alternate sites;

2. Upon approval of the requested Special Use Permit, the Scouts plan to close the existing shooting ranges and remediate the lead from the existing shooting ranges, subject to the requirements of applicable local, state and federal laws; and

3. The Scouts will provide all the requisite reports as part of the Special Use Permit application, including: a noise study, updated traffic report, wildlife report, lead management best practices plan and other reports the County deems necessary to adequately evaluate the proposed new location.

Numerous letters and e-mails in support of the Temporary Use Permit have been received by the Community & Development Services Office.  Additionally, several phone calls were received by the Community & Development Services Office from surrounding property owners in opposition to the granting of the Temporary Use Permit.  Most of the opposition expressed concern over the noise generated by the shooting events and possible lead contamination on surrounding properties.

The Community & Development Services Office finds that the Travis Sport Shooting Facility clay shooting course is located in the southern portion of the Scout Ranch, in close proximity to several residential properties on larger acreage and the Jewish Community Camp facility.  If granted, the Temporary Use Permit will allow Scouts to use the facilities which will generate noise and have an impact on the surrounding properties in the immediate vicinity.  The Community & Development Services Office evaluated the impact of Scout’s use of the facility during the summer months with the long-term benefit of relocating all existing shooting-related uses and ranges to a more suitable location on the Scout camp.  The conditions of the Special Use Permit as indicated above would solve several issues that have developed through the use of the existing shooting facilities.  First, the existing shooting facilities will be closed and proper lead remediation conducted at the ranges, should the future Special Use Permit be granted.  This would also allow the Scouts to bring all shooting related activities and ranges in compliance with County regulations through the Special Use Permit application.  An alternate site could be evaluated for the shooting related activities that have little or no noise impact on surrounding properties and one that allows for the effective remediation and ultimate removal of lead from the environment.  The long-term benefit of moving all shooting related facilities and ranges to a more suitable location on the camp seemed to outweigh the impact of the Scout’s use during the summer camp season.  
The Community & Development Services Office also finds that it is difficult to argue that the shooting range is in harmony and compatible with the surrounding area and neighborhood, the long-term benefit of relocating the entire shooting program to a more suitable location will have a positive impact on those properties located west and south of the existing facilities.

The Community & Development Services Office finds since the requested Temporary Use Permit is for Scout use only, the impact to public services should have no more impact than the on-going summer camp activities.

The Community & Development Services Office finds that the proposed Temporary Use Permit will have minimal negative impact on the environment.  The noise generated form the Scout’s use of the existing facility and ranges will have a temporary impact of area wildlife and citizens.

The Community & Development Services Office find that the proposed Temporary Use Permit should not generate unmanageable amounts of traffic for the North Elbert Road with no more traffic generation above and beyond traffic normally associated with summer camp events at the Scout camp.

The Community & Development Services Office finds that the Scouts are proposing using the existing ranges and shooting facility for only the 2008 summer camp season.  The follow-up Special Use Permit proposes to move all shooting operations and facilities to a new location which should take into account the adequacy of buffering and screening and reduce the impact to surrounding properties.
The Community & Development Services Office finds that the several surrounding property owners have expressed concerns over the impact of noise and the effect it has on their well-being.  Safety is always a concern at such facilities.  Detailed safety standards have been developed and provided to all Scouts participating in shooting functions.

Additionally, Elbert County Resolution 00-81, addresses noise on public and private property in unincorporated Elbert County.  The resolution states that “It is hereby declared to be the policy of the County of Elbert that the peace, health, safety and welfare of its citizens require protection from excessive, unnecessary and unreasonable noise.  It is the intent of this resolution to control such noise in the unincorporated territory of the County.”  The resolution further clarifies that “…it shall be unlawful for any person or persons to make, permit, continue, or cause to be made or to create any unreasonably loud and disturbing noise in the County.”  The resolution does allow an exemption for “Special Events as authorized by permit, licensing or the Elbert County Commissioners”.

The Community & Development Services Office recommended that the Board of County Commissioners grant the Temporary Use Permit to allow the Scouts to use the ranges and existing Travis Shooting Sports Facility for the 2008 summer camp season subject to the following conditions:

1. The Temporary Use Permit is to allow use of the existing Travis Shooting Sports Facility (as shown on the map) by scouts and scouting participants.  The Temporary Use Permit is being requested for the summer season through August 9, 2008, with shooting Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 5:30 p.m., for traditional scouting programs, such as credits for shooting merit badges.  No fund-raising events will be allowed under the requested Temporary Use Permit.

2.  The applicant must submit a formal application for a Special Use Permit within 30 

days of the issuance of any Temporary Use Permit by the Board of County Commissioners.  The Special Use Permit application will include the following conditions:

(a) All existing shooting ranges and shooting related activities will be moved to a new location (to be determined), subject to the results of various tests at the alternate sites and approval of the Special Use Permit.

(b) Upon approval of the requested Special Use Permit, the Scouts will close the existing shooting ranges and remediate the lead from the existing shooting ranges, subject to the requirements of applicable local, state and federal laws; and

(c) The Scouts will provide all the requisite reports as part of the Special Use Permit application including: a noise study; updated traffic report; wildlife report; lead management best practices plan and other reports the County deems necessary to adequately evaluate the proposed new location.

Boy Scouts of American Representative Carolyn White gave an overview of the Temporary Use Permit being requested and the Special Use Permit application that will need to be applied for.  Ms. White also acknowledged that as the County is aware, 4 neighbors of the Scout Ranch filed a lawsuit last year against the Scouts regarding use of the Sporting Clays Course.  Currently, these neighbors and the Scouts are in final negotiations to resolve the dispute and the terms of such resolution will likely include the relocation of the Travis Facility to another location at the Scout Ranch, even though the litigation concerns the Sporting Clays Course and not the Travis Facility.  Regardless of the outcome of any actual settlement, the Scouts have elected to submit this application.  

In addition, the Scouts acknowledge that upon the County’s approval of a new permanent location for the Travis Facility, the Scouts will be obligated to close and remediate the existing and historic shooting ranges subject to this application.

Public Comment Speakers:  Jay Enyart; Tasha Bernton, Ric Morgan and Steve Villyard.

Commissioner Metli made a motion to approve TU-08-0025, Temporary Use Permit, with the two conditions of approval that are submitted by the Planning Department.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.
RESOLUTION 08-44
APPROVAL OF TEMPORARY USE PERMIT 08-0025

FOR THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA – PEACEFUL

VALLEY SCOUT RANCH – TRAVIS SHOOTING SPORTS FACILITY

No further business coming before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m., with the next scheduled meeting to commence at approximately 9:00 a.m., July 2, 2008.
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