ELBERT COUNTY COMMISSIONER MEETING
AUGUST 26, 2009

The Board of Elbert County Commissioners met in a regular scheduled meeting on the 26th day of August 2009, with the roll call of members as follows:



Chairperson Hope Goetz

Present



Vice Chair Del Schwab

Absent-Excused



Commissioner John Shipper

Present

The Board of Commissioners convened at 9:05 a.m., and Chairperson Hope Goetz called the meeting to order.  The meeting began with a Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA:
Commissioner Shipper made a motion to accept the Agenda as written.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

CORRESPONDENCE:

American Cities & Counties Magazine.
Invitation to tour of Metro Gro Farm on Wednesday, September 23rd at 5:30 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA:

All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered routine by the Board and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired on any item or items and permitted by the Board, those will be considered separately:
A. Approval of Minutes of Prior Meeting(s)

B. Vouchers & Warrants

C. Signing of Mylars

Commissioner Shipper made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda with the withholding of Warrant #121262 through #121263 in the amount of $2,161.50.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

COMMENTS BY ELECTED OFFICIALS & DEPARTMENT HEADS:

Sheriff Bill Frangis came before the Board to report that the Sheriff’s Office is working with the Department of Corrections for housing state inmates.

COMMENTS BY THE PUBLIC:

Dr. Jim Ehler came before the Board to discuss the excessive permit fees for a basement finish.

OLD BUSINESS:

Petition for Abatement – Ingrid Crosier:  Assessor P.J. Trostel came before the Board to present the Petitions for Abatements filed by Ingrid Crosier, Parcel R114032, for tax years 2006, 2007 & 2008.  The Petitioner requests that the property be reclassified as agricultural for these tax years.  The Assessor recommended denial of the abatement filed for tax years 2006 and 2007, and reinstatement of the agricultural classification and granting an abatement for taxes in the amount of $1,391 for tax year 2008.  The Assessor recommendations are based on that the agricultural classification was removed in 2005 because the land had been over-grazed and there was little or no foliage available to be grazed.  Evidence strongly suggests that there were too many animals on the property and once a property is over grazed it generally takes about three years of rest to rejuvenate itself for grazing.  Although the Petitioner has provided documentation supporting a horse breeding operation, further evidence indicates that the land was still over grazed in 2007.  In an effort to be fair and equitable, the Assessor Office will view 2006 and 2007 as re-qualification years and reinstate the agricultural classification for 2008.  The property will be classified as agricultural for 2009 and will retain the agricultural classification so long as the land can, and is, used to graze livestock or for farming.
Commissioner Shipper made a motion to reinstate the agricultural classification for the year 2008 and grant the abatement in the amount of $1,391.00, for Schedule #R114031 and deny the abatement filed for tax years 2006 and 2007.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

RESOLUTION 09-39

PETITION FOR ABATEMENT – INGRID CROSIER

NEW BUSINESS:

Code Enforcement:  Code Enforcement Officer Floyd Crossman came before the Board to request approval to turn the file of Michael Ferri on Lot 104-A, Parker Hylands Filing #2 to the County Attorney for further action.  Michelle Ferri stated to the Board of Commissioners that her and her husband are working on cleaning up the area and to complete the fencing but need more time.  The Board of Commissioners agreed to grant an additional 30 days for the cleanup and to work with the Code Enforcement Officer to come into compliance.  If compliance does not happen within 30 days, the matter will then be turned over to the County Attorney.
Justice Center Concrete Bids:  Project Manager Al Perlman came before the Board to recommend that the bid received from Covenant Concrete Construction Inc., for the concrete worked at the Justice Center for curb and spillway in the amount of $9,500.00 be accepted.  Commissioner Shipper made a motion that the Justice Center curb and spillway concrete bid be awarded to Covenant Concrete Construction in the amount of $9,500.00 based on the recommendation of Al Perlman.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Reduction in Building Permit Fees for Finished Basements:  Director Richard Miller came before the Board to request a reduction in the Building Permit Fees for finished basements from the current valuation amount of $45.91 per square foot to a valuation amount of $16.00 per square foot.  The Building Department recently conducted a comparison of Elbert County Building Permit Fees for basement finish versus several surrounding counties and found that such permits in Elbert County were up to 3.5 times higher than surrounding Counties.  Building Permit Fees are based upon a valuation of the proposed improvements.  That valuation is determined by a price per square foot adopted by Resolution 06-42, multiplied by the square footage of the basement finish area.  The current valuation amount for finishing a basement in Elbert County is $45.91 per square foot and the Community & Development Services Office is recommending that it be reduced to $16.00 per square foot.  

Public Comment Speakers:  Dr. Jim Ehlers; Mark Smith – Interim Building Official; and Elizabeth Fire Chief T.J. Steck.
Commissioner Shipper made a motion to reduce the Building Permit Fee for a Basement Finish from $45.91 to $16.00 per square foot.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

RESOLUTION 09-40

REDUCTION IN BUILDING PERMIT FEES FOR FINISHED BASEMENTS

County Road 17/21 & 106 Paving Bid:  Road & Bridge Superintendent Ed Ehmann came before the Board to recommend acceptance of the bid from Schmidt Construction for paving approximately 2.5 miles of County Road 17/21 and 2 miles of County Road 106, in the amount of $1,171,272.75.  Commissioner Shipper made a motion to award the contract to Schmidt Construction in the amount of $1,171,272.75 for paving on County Road 17/21 and 106.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Treasurer Report:  Treasurer Billie Mills came before the Board to submit the Elbert County Public Trustee Quarterly Report for April, May and June 2009, for receipts and reimbursements.
Road & Bridge Report:  Road & Bridge Superintendent Ed Ehmann came before the Board and reported on road projects within the County.
County Attorney:  County Attorney Mark Scheffel came before the Board to discussion the Justice Center curb and spillway concrete work and found the documents appropriate for approval as to form.  Commissioner Shipper made a motion that the Chair sign the County Completion form for the Justice Center concrete work.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Bandera PUD Extension for Recordation Request:  Applicant’s Representative Tom Maroney came before the Board to request an extension for recordation of the Bandera PUD project.  The reason for the extension is to receive a sign-off on the mylars from the financial institution.  All other conditions of approval have been met.  Director Richard Miller stated that the Community & Development Services Department are in agreement with the extension request.  Commissioner Shipper made a motion to grant an extension until November 25, 2009, at 9:00 a.m., or as soon as possible thereafter, for the recordation of the mylars.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.
Full Rut Archery & Hunting Club:  Planner Curtis Carlson and Applicant Rick Hunt came before the Board to present the application for the Full Rut Archery & Hunting Club.  Chairperson Hope Goetz disclosed to the applicant that there were only two Commissioners present at this hearing and that a split vote would be a no vote and gave Mr. Hunt the opportunity to continue this public hearing to a date certain.  The applicant agreed to continue the public hearing.  Commissioner Shipper made a motion to continue the hearing on SU-09-0011, Full Rut Archery & Hunting Club until September 9, 2009, at 9:00 a.m., or as soon as possible thereafter.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

County Attorney:  County Attorney Mark Scheffel reviewed the engineering contract with Ground Engineering for work on County Road 17/21 and 106  in the amount of $9,170.00 and found it appropriate for approval as to form.  Commissioner Shipper made a motion for the Chairman to sign the Ground Engineering contract in the amount of $9,170.00.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.
Recessed at 10:05 a.m.

Reconvened at 1:05 p.m.

ELBERT COUNTY OWNED PROPERTIES WATER STUDY:

Craig Curl and Dr. Jerry Koch came before the Board to present the water study of the 63 Elbert County owned properties.  The amount of ground water under those properties is approximately $12,739,000 worth of water assets.  
Commissioner Shipper made a motion to accept the water report presented by Dr. Koch and Mr. Curl and make it available to the public and employees.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

WELLS FARGO CREDIT PROPOSAL:

Kevin Collins with Clifton & Gunderson came before the Board to present the terms and conditions for refinancing of Certificates of Participation and overruns of the Justice Center.  The term is for a 7.3 million dollar lease purchase with the amortization not to exceed 20 years; maturity will be six years from closing at a 5.25% interest rate.  $500,000 will need to be maintained in an interest bearing account/time account at Wells Fargo. All eligible operating accounts and traditional banking services of Elbert County entity shall be maintained with Wells Fargo. The County will have to put up 10 million dollars of collateral.  

Public Comment:  Craig Curl

Commissioner Shipper made a motion to accept the Terms and Conditions as presented today by Kevin Collins and that the Chair sign the Agreement with Wells Fargo.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

COUNTY ATTORNEY:

County Attorney Mark Scheffel came before the Board to discuss the following items:
Mark reviewed the CH2M Hill construction administrative management letter on County Road 17-21 and 106 in the amount of $20,140 plus reimbursable expenses and found it appropriate for approval as to form.  Commissioner Shipper made a motion to sign the agreement with CH2M Hill for County Road 17-21&106.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

Mark discussed the ballot language for the ballot questions regarding Removal of Term Limits for Assessor, Clerk & Recorder, Coroner, Sheriff, Surveyor and Treasurer and that the ballot language is due to the Elections Office no later than September 3rd.  Commissioner Shipper made a motion to place on the ballot for removal of term limits for Assessor, Clerk & Recorder, Coroner, Sheriff, Surveyor and Treasurer on the November ballot individually.  Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion.  The roll having been called, the Chair declared the motion unanimously carried and so ordered.

RESOLUTION 09-41
REMOVAL OF TERM LIMITS FOR THE OFFICE

OF ELBERT COUNTY ASSESSOR

RESOLUTION 09-42

REMOVAL OF TERM LIMITS FOR THE OFFICE

OF ELBERT COUNTY CLERK & RECORDER

RESOLUTION 09-43

REMOVAL OF TERM LIMITS FOR THE OFFICE

OF ELBERT COUNTY CORONER

RESOLUTION 09-44

REMOVAL OF TERM LIMITS FOR THE OFFICE

OF ELBERT COUNTY SHERIFF

RESOLUTION 09-45

REMOVAL OF TERM LIMITS FOR THE OFFICE

OF ELBERT COUNTY SURVEYOR

RESOLUTION 09-46

REMOVAL OF TERM LIMITS FOR THE OFFICE

OF ELBERT COUNTY TREASURER

No further business coming before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:20 p.m., with the next scheduled meeting to commence at approximately 9:00 a.m., September 9, 2009.



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS



ELBERT COUNTY, COLORADO



____________________________________________



HOPE GOETZ, CHAIRPERSON



____________________________________________



DEL SCHWAB, VICE CHAIR



____________________________________________



JOHN SHIPPER, COMMISSIONER

ATTEST:  AMY L. FORDYCE

                   COUNTY CLERK

BY:_____________________________________________________
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