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MINUTES
ELBERT COUNTY

REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

March 12, 2009
Note:  These meeting minutes are only a summary of the meeting.  Duplications of the audio recording are available, for a fee, by contacting the Planning Department.

The regular Planning Commission Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice Chairman, Paul Crisan.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL:

Commission members present:  Paul Crisan, David Hoos, Paula Koch, Anthony Osborn, and Lisa Shipman.    
Staff present:  Richard L. Miller, Director – Community & Development Services



  Curtis Carlson, Planner II

  

  Carolyn Parkinson, Planner I


  Donna L. Martin, Administrative Assistant
STAFF REPORT ON BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S ACTIONS:

A. On March 4, 2009, the Board of County Commissioners continued PD 08-0040 RED HAWK ESTATES PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT and MD 08-0041 RED HAWK ESTATES MINOR DEVELOPMENT to a date certain of March 25, 2009.
CONSENT CALENDAR:

A. None 
COMMUNITY INPUT:
A. None
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
A. ADOPT HOUSING COMPONENT TO MASTER PLAN – continued from April 24, 2008, May 22, 2008 (meeting cancelled), July 10, 2008, August 14, 2008, October 23, 2008 (meeting cancelled), January 8, 2009 and February 26, 2009. 
B. AMEND RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES TO ZONING REGULATIONS – continued from April 24, 2008, May 22, 2008 (meeting cancelled), July 10, 2008, August 14, 2008, October 23, 2008 (meeting cancelled), January 8, 2009 and February 26, 2009.
Vice Chair, Paul Crisan, explained that there was one final meeting held last Tuesday with regards to these documents.  A couple of changes occurred.  Language was added discouraging down-zoning in established subdivisions.  The other change pertained to the limits of a PUD.  It’s been changed from 5 units to 8 or more units.    

Richard Miller, Director of Community and Development Services, stated that design standards do not apply to subdivisions doing 8 units or less. 
The Planning Commission had the following comments:

· Would like to see fewer design standards overall.  Extra burden is being put on someone who wants to develop a piece of property.

· We’ve been working on these documents for two years.  The reason we have these “hopscotch” developments out here is because we haven’t had any design guidelines.

· Discussion and questions occurred regarding ridgelines.  
· Discussion occurred regarding personal property rights.
· Would rather have more regulations as to what is coming into the County rather than vague regulations.

· It’s a good plan.

Staff had the following comments:

· Ridgeline restrictions were discussed.

Public Testimony was opened to discuss the two proposed changes.  Comments were as follows:

· Are there any fiscal impacts to the County?

· Concerns over subdividing and agricultural lands.

· This has nothing to do with agricultural properties.  This is mainly to do with the subdivision and PUD process.

· This is the first time I can remember that at least 2 Planning Commission members discussed personal property rights; thank you for that.

Public Testimony was closed.

The Planning Commission had the following final comments:

· I understand that some regulation is needed and that none of our rights are absolute and pure.  Instead of sanctioning the government taking of property rights, people concerned about or in favor of certain developments should accumulate capital to purchase property to preserve their ideas.  That is the essence of property rights; it’s not the government taking them.

· I believe in regulation, but I can’t endorse the document as a whole.

A motion by Lisa Shipman, seconded by Paula Koch was made to approve the ADOPTION OF A HOUSING COMPONENT TO MASTER PLAN & AMENDMENTS TO THE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES OF THE ELBERT COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS with the proposed changes.
The motion carried 3 to 2.

A motion by Lisa Shipman, seconded by Paula Koch was made to approve the RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES TO ZONING REGULATIONS (PUD SECTION) with the proposed changes.
The motion carried 3 to 2.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A.  
None

NEW BUSINESS:

A. 
None
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The next regular meeting of the Elbert County Planning Commission will be held on Thursday, March 26, 2009 at 7:00 pm in the BOCC Hearing Room, located at 215 Comanche St., Kiowa, CO.
The meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.
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