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MINUTES
ELBERT COUNTY

SPECIAL PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

March 15, 2007
Note:  These meeting minutes are only a summary of the meeting.  Duplications of the audio recording are available, for a fee, by contacting the Planning Department.

The special Planning Commission Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman, Grant Thayer.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL:

Commission members present:  Richard Carlson, Paul Crisan, Mike Kelley, Joe Neumann, Anthony Osborn, Kevin Rogers, Lisa Shipman and Grant Thayer.  
Staff present:
Richard L. Miller, Planning Director


Carolyn Parkinson, Planner I



Debbie Sykes, Planning Clerk

STAFF REPORT ON BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S ACTIONS:

A. None.
CONSENT CALENDAR:
A. A motion by Kevin Rogers, seconded by Paul Crisan made to approve the Planning Commission minutes, as presented, for March 8, 2007.  The motion carried 6 to 0.

COMMUNITY INPUT:
None.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
SUR 06-08-03 MOTOR SPORT COUNTRY CLUB –SPECIAL USE REVIEW TO PERMIT A PRIVATE MOTOR SPORT COUNTRY CLUB AND ASSOCIATED USES, LOCATED IN SECTIONS 26, 34, & 35, TOWNSHIP 6 SOUTH, RANGE 58 WEST AND SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 7 SOUTH, RANGE 58 WEST, OF THE 6TH P.M., ELBERT COUNTY, COLORADO.

Richard Miller, Planning Director, presented the applicant’s request for a continuance to date certain of March 22, 2007.

A motion to approve the continuance for SUR 06-08-03 Motor Sport Country Club to date certain of March 22, 2007 was made by Paul Crisan, seconded by Anthony Osborn.  The vote carried 7 to 0.  


SITE PLAN REVIEW – WILD POINTE COMMERCIAL LOTS
Richard Miller, Planning Director, presented the application, indicating that site plan approval by the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners is something that had not been done before.  
The applicant had the following comments regarding this application:  


·
have had several meetings with surrounding home owners

·
able to connect elevations for pedestrians

·
50’ = 3 stories; our tallest building is only 2 stories

·
lighting will be less intense than Safeway’s
The hearing was opened for public comment, several people spoke and their comments were:

·
tired of spending my tax dollars in Douglas County, would rather spend them in 



Elbert County

·
the drawing shows 4 lanes instead of 2

·
Legacy Circle is a small 2 lane road, and during drop off/pick up at the school it gets 



jammed


·
who pays for the lights and extra security for the inevitable crime this will bring


·
things change after approvals are given and not everyone knows what is going on 


·
student drop off and pick up times are going to get worse


·
Wild Pointe has supported the Elizabeth Stampede and others with money & space


·
everything is extremely well thought out 


·
we’ve been needing some industry in this County for a long time


·
good honest business men and neighbors


·
this will create jobs in our County

·
this is really in Elizabeth’s front yard


·
sales tax has been defeated 3 times in Elbert County but the Town of Elizabeth could 



consider tax revenue sharing


·
very encouraged about the changes that have been made to the plan since January


·
Town of Elizabeth is currently doing a comprehensive design guideline plan


·
this will be the “hello” people see when they enter Elbert County on Hwy 86, so it 



should make a nice presentation


·
concerned about the traffic impact on both sides of the state highway


·
has an economic impact study been done


·
this could decimate downtown Elizabeth


·
what happens if the big box goes out of business, we should require an escrow to be 


set 
up to demolish the building if they go out of business (don’t want an ugly empty 



building sitting there)


·
should be able to get from the big box store to the smaller stores without having to go 



outside of the commercial site 


·
safety of children is paramount


·
would like to see uniform design standards between Elbert County & and the Town of 



Elizabeth


·
inner connectivity will alleviate some of the traffic and concerns


·
this is not what was presented at the hearings years ago


·
who says when they pass (exceed) the tolerances (noise, lights, etc.)


·
willing to drive elsewhere to shop to preserve where I live


·
could make this an example for future commercial development in the County

The PC had the following comments regarding this application:


·
concerned about the turn onto Hwy 86


·
what was the tank that was being installed

·
what type of landscaping will you use (natural grass vs seeded)

·
can you schedule all deliveries for night time

The applicant addressed the public and PC’s concerns, their comments were:


·
will use natural grasses


·
we removed the temporary sewer tank for the school - that was not a new tank going 


in


·
met with the Charter School board and discussed designing a way to “stack” the cars 



on the site to make the problem go away

·
the new plan will allow the students to load and unload faster/better


·
will probably also do some grading to allow more parking at the school


·
the issue is more of a flow problem than a capacity problem


·
looking at alternative access through the town of Elizabeth


·
if we err it will be on the side of safety


·
some problems will alleviate themselves when the traffic lights go in


·
due to the sewer lines we had to grade the commercial lots and there is no way to 



connect all of the internal commercial lots without using Legacy Circle


·
difficult to schedule deliveries to be only at night, however, can make arrangements 



to have them drop the trailer and go


·
can work something into the lease regarding the routing of the truck traffic


·
offered to put in traffic lights now but CDOT said no


·
we agreed before to pay for the traffic lights


·
the drawing shows 4 lanes in front of the site, that includes accel/decel lanes on both 



sides of the highway, it’s not to increase 86 to a 4 lane highway

·
5 years ago a study was done that showed Elbert County would benefit from 



commercial property taxes and impact fees


·
big box stores that go out of business are usually replaced shortly thereafter, it also 



provides an opportunity to change it and do something better


·
believe providing an escrow would overburden the project


·
trying to create an identity by requiring specific architectural standards among all of 



the buildings

The PC had the following additional comments regarding this application:


·
this looks like something the County needs


·
glad to see the applicant working with the Charter School to fix issues


·
believe they have gone above & beyond what is required, they were not required to 



publicly notice this hearing but they did


·
the commercial zoning was approved years ago, happy with what I’m seeing here


·
relish having some good retail & restaurants

A motion to approve the Wild Pointe Commercial Lots Site Plan was made by Paul Crisan, seconded by Lisa Shipman.  

The vote carried 8 to 0.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


None

NEW BUSINESS:

A. None.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

A. The next meeting of the Elbert County Planning Commission will be held on Thursday, March 22, 2007 at 7:00 pm in the regular hearing room.
ADJOURNMENT:


The meeting adjourned at 9:31 pm.
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