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MINUTES
ELBERT COUNTY

REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

May 8, 2008
Note:  These meeting minutes are only a summary of the meeting.  Duplications of the audio recording are available, for a fee, by contacting the Community and Development Services Office.

The regular Planning Commission Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman, Grant Thayer.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL:

Commission members present:  Paul Crisan, Tex Downing, Mike Kelley, Joe Neumann, and Grant Thayer.  
Staff present:
Richard Miller, Planning Director
Carolyn Parkinson, Planner I


Debbie Sykes, Administrative Assistant


Emma McArdle, CDS Intern

STAFF REPORT ON BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S ACTIONS:

A. No land use cases have been heard by the Board of County Commissioners since the last Planning Commission Meeting.
CONSENT CALENDAR:

A. A motion by Joe Neumann, seconded by Paul Crisan was made to approve the Planning Commission minutes for May 8, 2008.  The motion carried 5 to 0.

B. A motion by Mike Kelley, seconded by Paul Crisan was made to approve the Zoning Regulation Change and Subdivision Regulation Change.  The motion carried 5 to 0.
COMMUNITY INPUT:

A.
Two Commissioner Candidates introduced themselves to the Planning Commission.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
RZ 07-0134 BENSON A-1 REZONE - A REQUEST TO REZONE 132+- 

ACRES FROM A (AGRICULTURAL) TO A-1 (AGRICULTURAL ONE) TO CREATE THREE (3) 35+ ACRE PARCELS, LOCATED IN A PORTION OF SECTION 34, TOWNSHIP 8 SOUTH, RANGE 64 WEST, IN ELBERT COUNTY

A motion by Mike Kelley, seconded by Tex Downing was made to continue the hearing to date certain of July 10, 2008.

The vote carried 5 to 0.

SU-07-0153 MILLER GRAVEL PIT - A REQUEST FOR EXPANSION OF THE CURRENT MILLER GRAVEL PIT, LOCATED ON 130.2 ACRES, IN A PORTION OF SECTION 28, TOWNSHIP 6 SOUTH,  RANGE 64 WEST IN ELBERT COUNTY. APPROVAL WOULD ENLARGE THE PERMIT AREA 74.07 ACRES FROM ITS PRESENT BOUNDARIES. 

A motion by Tex Downing, seconded by Mike Kelley was made to continue the hearing to date certain of May 22, 2008 in the regular hearing room.

The vote carried 5 to 0.

CP 07-0160 THE HEIGHTS AT SPRING CREEK PUD CONCEPT PLAN – A REQUEST FOR CONCEPT PLAN REVIEW FOR A 74.97 ACRE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT CONSISTING OF 25 SINGLE FAMILY LOTS, AND AN ADDITIONAL LOT FOR A COMMUNITY PARK, LOCATED IN A PORTION OF SECTIONS 5 & 6, TOWNSHIP 7 SOUTH, RANGE 64 WEST IN ELBERT COUNTY.

10-07-0160 THE HEIGHTS AT SPRING CREEK 1041 PERMIT – A REQUEST TO OBTAIN A 1041 PERMIT AS A NEW COMMUNITY.

Carolyn Parkinson, Planner I, presented the Concept Plan indicating compliance with regulations and had some recommendations by staff for formal submittal.
The applicant/representative had the following comments:

·
developer is providing a small 2.5 acre park with potential little league ball field as an amenity to the neighborhood

·
applicant is aware that they will be required to pay the open space cash-in-lieu fee because regulations require this for subdivisions under 80 acres

·
applicant intends to dedicate the park to the County in an already developed state
·
park is located centrally to discourage teenagers from hanging out in what is meant to be a family park

·
streets are designed to provide connectivity to existing and future development
·
applicant is still in negotiations regarding tapping into Spring Valley Ranches infrastructure
·
intends to bury water supply to maintain usable park space


·
applicant is planning to encourage connectivity between other areas by providing a trail system

The hearing was open to public comment; their comments were:

·
No public comment was made

The Planning Commission discussed the application among themselves and had the following comments:

·
questioned whether the park met open space requirements

·
supports providing usable open space

·
supports the tying into existing infrastructure in the area
·
view the 2.5 acre park to be on the small size

·
agree that central location will discourage vandalism because neighborhood will act as a buffer from the two heavily trafficked roads abutting the property

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A.  
None

NEW BUSINESS:

None 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The next regular meeting of the Elbert County Planning Commission will be held on Thursday, May 22nd, 2008 at 7:00 pm in the regular hearing room.
The meeting adjourned at 8:06 pm.
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